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Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of Warmington Parish Council – NH0234

ow

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website –
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:
• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2022.

Except for the matters raised below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:
 The figure in Section 2, Box 1 of the prior year comparative column does not agree to the prior year final signed AGAR due to a

transcription error. Section 2, Box 1 for the prior year should read £81,961

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None.

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02.  The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature 03/08/2022Date



Annual Intemal Audit Report 2021/22�

Warmington Parish Counc�

hitps:/www.warmington.org index.phplwarmington-parish-council�

During the financial year ended 31 March 2022. this authonitys internal auditor acting independently and on the basis�
C Cta seecve assessment of complance with the relevant procedures and controls�
in operation and obtained appropriate evidenoe from the authority�

The intemal audit for 2021/22 has been carmed out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage�
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conchusions are summarised in this tatble. Set�
out below are the objectves of internal control and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions on whether, in all�
signifcant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate�
to meet the needs of this authority.�

Internal control objective� ered�
A Approprnate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year�

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations. payments were supported by invoices, all�
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for�

C.This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy�
ot arrangements to manage these�

D. The precept or rates requirement resulled from an adequate budgetary process: progress against�
the budget was regulary monitored, and reserves were appropriate�

EExpected income was fuly recelved, based on comect prices, property recorded and promptly�
banked: and VAT was appropnately accounted tor�

Pety cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expendfture was approved p�
and VAT appropriately accounted for.�

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's�
approvals, and PAYE and N requirements were properly applied.�

R.Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and property maintained.�

Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly caried out during the year.�
J. Accountng statements prepared during the year were prepared on the comect accounting basis (receipts�

and payments or inaome and expenditure). agreed to the cash booK, Supported by an adequale aUdit�
Trat rom undernyng records anO Wnere appropnate deotors and Creditors were proper)y recorded.�

K. F the authonity certified itsef as exempt from a limited assurance revievw in 2020/21, it met the�
exemption criternia and correctly declared tself exempt. (7 the authornity had a limited assurance�

review of Its 2020/21 AGAR TICK not covered)�
LThe authority publishes information on a free to access websitewebpage up to date at the time of�

the internal audn tn 8ccoroance witn any relevant transparency coO0e requirements�

M. The authority, dunng the previous year (2020-21) comectly provided for the period for the exercise of�
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidenced by the notice published�

on the website and/or authonty approved minutes confiming the dates set).�
N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2020/21 AGAR�

(see AGGAR POge 7 Guidance votes�

O.(For local councils only)�
Trust funds (including charitable)-The coundil met its responsibilities as a trustee.�

For any other risk areas identfied by this authonity adequate controls existed (ist any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).�

Date(s) internal audit undertaken� Name of person who carried out the internal audit�

09/05/2022ANTS CALC LT�
lnl AUDIT�

Helen Hoier�

Signature of person who� 09/05/2022�
Date�camed out the intermal audit�

if the response is 'no' please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified�
(add separate sheets if needed).�

"Note: If the response is 'not covered please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is�
next planned, or, f coverage is not required, the annual intermal audit report must explain why not (add separale sheets f needed).�
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Northants CALC IAS 
 

Internal Audit Report 

(to be read in conjunction with the Annual Internal Audit Report in the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return) 

 

Name of council: Warmington Parish Council 

Name of Internal Auditor: Helen Hoier Date of report: 11 May 2022 

Year ending: 31 March 2022 Date audit carried out: 9 May 2022 

 
Internal audit is the periodic independent review of a council’s internal controls resulting in an 
assurance report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating 
procedures under the council’s control.  Managing the council’s internal controls should be a day-to-
day function of the council through its staff and management and not left for internal audit.  It would be 
incorrect to view internal audit as the detailed inspection of all records and transactions of a council in 
order to detect error or fraud.  This report is based on the evidence made available to me and 
consequently the report is limited to those matters set out below. 

 
The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal 
and external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and external 
audit.  Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion. 

 
To the Chairman of the Council: 
 
I met with Sarah Rodger (Clerk/RFO) on 9 May 2022 via Zoom to carry out the year-end 
audit of the Council.  Upon examination of bookkeeping, due process, risk management, 
budget, payroll, asset control, bank reconciliations and year-end procedures; it is clear that 
every effort is made to ensure that the Council acts lawfully, transparently and in accordance 
with proper practices. 
 
The Council has a turnover of over £25,000 and therefore is not obliged to comply with the 
Transparency Code, however all governance and financial documents are easily accessible 
to interested parties via the Council’s website.  The Council is not currently eligible to use the 
General Power of Competence and as such understands that it must ensure it spends within 
its legal powers (particularly Section 137 under which there were items of expenditure in 
2021/22). 
 
Issues raised in 2020/21: 

• Ensuring that the Council’s internal controls and financial procedures with regards to 
accountability, governance and transparency are as effective as possible for which 
suggestions included: 

o Holding meetings of the full Council on a monthly basis (as appropriate for its 

annual turnover) rather than substituting some months with a meeting of one 

its committees. 

o Continuing to transact the annual budgeting process within the same agenda 

item but minuting the budget and precept separately in a sub list. 
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Issues raised in 2021/22: 

• It is evident from governing documents and when speaking with the Clerk/RFO that 

the Council is fully aware of its responsibilities regarding public finances, especially 

with regards to accountability, governance and transparency.  However, this could be 

even more effective by ensuring the following: 

o Recording clearly and regularly that the Council is carrying out its functions 
correctly which will demonstrate effectively the Council’s compliance with the 
latest legislation. 

o Including values when minuting the annual budgeting process. 

o If required, approving formally and recording in the minutes any transfer of 
expenditure from one budget heading to another during the year (virement) in 
accordance with Model Financial Regulations (paragraph 4.2). 

o Monitoring continually the Council’s website to ensure content and links are 

current in compliance with the latest legislation and/or recommended good 

practice. 

o Maintaining robust risk management practices for all activities of the Council. 

 

Other than the above matters, the Council appears to be performing well, with its business 

affairs managed properly by a very competent Clerk/RFO and committed Council members. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Mrs Helen Hoier 
Internal Auditor to the Council 
01536 330858/07721 778773 
h.hoier_las@btinternet.com 
 

Sarah Rodger

Sarah Rodger
Approved
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The figures submitted in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return are: 
 

 
Year ending 

31 March 2021 
Year ending 

31 March 2022 

1. Balances brought forward 81,861 118,770 

2. Annual precept 69,780 80,247 

3. Total other receipts 76,012 50,796 

4. Staff costs 18,583 23,144 

5. Loan interest/capital repayments 0 1,739 

6. Total other payments 90,400 105,076 

7. Balances carried forward 118,770 119,854 

8. Total cash and investments 118,770 119,854 

9. Total fixed assets and long-term assets 238,408 249,417 

10. Total borrowings 0 15,647 

 
The proper practices referred to in Accounts and Audit Regulations are set out in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England (2020).  It is a guide to the 
accounting practices to be followed by local councils and it sets out the appropriate standard 
of financial reporting to be followed.  A copy of the guide is available for free download from: 
 
https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/practitioners-guide-2020-2.pdf 

https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/practitioners-guide-2020-2.pdf

